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Sangguniang Panlalawigan

Excerpts from the Special BOT Meeting last January 29, 2026 at 10:00 A.Mﬁ?'!ﬁﬁ'ﬂ'
Brgy. Liwayway, MacArthur, Leyte. c ED

pwe FEB 10 2076
Resolution No. 1, s. 2026 By:____\ 2 |

A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING STRONG OPPOSITION TO THE PLANNED MINING AND
DREDGING OPERATIONS IN MACARTHUR, LEYTE AND DEMANDING THE IMMEDIATE HALT
OF SAID ACTIVITIES TO PROTECT WATER RESOURCES, IRRIGATION SYSTEMS, FARMLANDS
AND COMMUNITY LIVELIHOOD.

Whereas, the LIDAROIMMA Irrigators’ Association, Inc. is mandated to safeguard the
irrigation facilities under Balire South River Irrigation System, interests of its member-
farmers, particularly the sustainability of irrigation water, agricultural productivity and
environmental integrity within the service area;

Whereas, there is a planned mining and dredging operation in MacArthur, Leyte, including
the presence and intended operation of large dredging vessel currently docked in Brgy.
Maya, MacArthur, Leyte, which has caused serious concern among members of the
Association;

Whereas, mining and dredging activities pose serious and irreversible environmental,
agricultural, and social risks, including but not limited to water pollution, siltation, altered
natural waterflow, flooding risks and long-term environmental degradation;

Whereas, the Association’s water resources, particularly Lake Bito, serve as a vital source of
water irrigation, daily household use and the local ecosystem, any contamination or
disruption will gravely affect farmer’s livelihoods and food security;

Whereas, the irrigation systems relied upon by farmers are highly vulnerable to pollution
and operational disruptions caused by mining and dredging activities;

Whereas, once environmental damage occurs, such impacts cannot be easily reversed,
placing at risk not only present farmers but also fisherfolks and future generations;

NOW, THEREFORE, on motion duly made and seconded, BE IT RESOLVED, as it herby
resolved by the Board of Trustees of the LIDAROIMMA Irrigators’ Association, Inc., that:

1. The association STRONGLY OPPOSES the planned mining and dredging
operations in MacArthur, Leyte especially that the damaged irrigation canal was
not been fully restored and drainage canals was not properly desilted;

2. The association DEMANDS THE IMMEDIATE HALT of all mining and dredging
activities within the area;




-

1 -

3. The association CALLS FOR THE REMOVAL AND WITHDRAWAL of the dredging
machine/vessel cusrently docked and ready to operate anytime;

4. The association URGES CONCERNED GOVERNMENT AUTHORITIES, particularly
the NIA, DENR, MGB, EMB, DAR, DA, BARANGAY AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT
UNITS and other relevant agencles, to give due consideration to the collective
voice of the farming community and to prioritize the protection of land, water
resources, irrigation systems, livelihoods;

RESOLVED FURTHER, the copies of this Resolution be furnished to: NIA Administrator, NIA
Regional Manager, NIA BLNLS IMO Manager, NIA BHHD-BIG-DG Sateliite Office, DENR
Regional Executive Director, MGB Regional Director, EMB Regional Director, DAR Regional
Director, DA Regional Executive Director, MacArthur Municipal Mayor and Barangay
Chairmans of Maya, Romualdez, Liwayway, Villa Imelda and Danao;

Approved unanimously this 29 day of January, 2026

REN B. MALTO IRENE V- $iINOGBUHAN MELCHOR B. CUABO

1A President 1A Vice-President 1A Tregsurer
o3 L0L1 PR
ALMAC%EGONIOS MERCEDIT. NTINAS ELVIRA §. ESTRIBER
IA Secretary 1A Auditor Board/of Trustee

Ju C. ALIPANTE
Board of Trustee
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