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Respectfully returned to the Sangguniang Panlalawigan of Leyte, through the SP
Secretary, the attached Ordinance No. 3 of the Sangguniang Bayan of Tabontabon, Leyte.

Issues/ concerns for review/recommendation/legal opinion is/are as follows:

Ordinance No. 3 entitled: “Tabontabon Water Distribution Servince Ordinance of
2026

REVIEW/RECOMMENDATION/LEGAL OPINION:

This office opines that the subject Ordinance is, in general, within the legislative
authority of the Sangguniang Bayan under Section 447(a)(3)()' of the Local
Government Code of 1991 (R.A 7160). Hence we recommend for the declaration of its
validity.

We hope to have assisted you with this request. Please note that the opinion
rendered by this Office are based on the facts available and may vary or change when
additional facts and documents are presented or changed. This opinion is likewise
without prejudice to the opinions rendered by higher and competent authorities
and/or the courts.

' (i) Fix and impose reasonable fees and charges for all services rendered by the municipal government to
private persons or entities;
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The Provincial Legal Office is respectfully requested to review and
submit recommendations on the herein enclosed Municipal Ordinance
No. 03, series of 2026 of the Municipality of Tabontabon, Leyte, entitled: An
Ordinance creating the Tabontabon Water Distribution Service otherwise
known as “TabonWater”, prescribing the connection fees, monthly
consumption fees, imposing penailties for violation of certain provisions and

for other purposes thereof. %

FLORINDA JILL S. UYVICO
Secretary to the Sanggunian
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HON. PONCIANO R. JUSTIMBASTE, JR.
Municipal Vice Mayor/Presiding Officer

MEMBERS OF THE
SANGGUNIANG BAYAN

HON. LEONARDQ/G. BIBAR
SB M er

HON,

IGNACIO
SB Member

HON. JERRY GWEN L. CONDE
SB Member

AN ORDINANCE CREATING THE TABONTABON WATER
DISTRIBUTION SERVICE OTHERWISE KNOWN AS
“TABONWATER?”, PRESCRIBING THE CONNECTION FEES,
MONTHLY CONSUMPTION FEES, IMPOSING PENALTIES FOR
VIOLATION OF CERTAIN PROVISIONS AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES THEREOF.

WHEREAS, The Municipality of Tabontabon recognizes that
access to safe, sufficient, and affordable water is essential to public health,
sanitation, and the overall well-being of its people. At present, the
municipality owns and operates two (2) existing water supply facilities
which serve as the backbone of its water distribution system, namely:

1. The Sitio Gubat Water Facility located within the premises of
Riverside Residences, Barangay Mering, Tabontabon, Leyte; and

2. The Sitio Casilion Water Facility located within the premises of
Riverside Residences II, Barangay Mercaduhay, Tabontabon, Leyte;

WHEREAS, Section 16 of RA 7160, authorizes Local
Government Units to exercise powers necessary and appropriate for the
promotion of the general welfare, including ensuring basic services for
their constituents;

WHEREAS, Section 17 (Basic Services and Facilities), mandates
municipalities to provide infrastructure facilities, including water supply
systems;

WHEREAS, Section 447(a)(1)(vi) and (viii), empowers the
Sangguniang Bayan to regulate the use of municipal utilities, prescribe fees
and charges for services rendered, and enact measures to protect public
welfare;

NOW THEREFORE, on motion by Hon. Francisco M.

Fernandez and unanimously seconded;

BE IT RESOLVE, as it is hereby resolved to enact/approve
Municipal Ordinance No. 03 Series of 2026 entitled “AN ORDINANCE
CREATING THE TABONTABON WATER DISTRIBUTION SERVICE
OTHERWISE KNOWN AS “TABONWATER”, PRESCRIBING THE
CONNECTION FEES, MONTHLY CONSUMPTION FEES, IMPOSING
PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION OF CERTAIN PROVISIONS AND FOR

OTHER PU'R%XHEREOF; g

Serbisyo nga m@&'lq; ' fian Bungtofianon

Municipal Hall, Real St. Poblacion District 11, Tabontabon, Leyte

tabontabon.legislative2016@amail.com €@ Sangguniang Bayan Tabontabon
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I5"*SANGGUNIANG BAYAN

HON. PONCIANO R. JUSTIMBASTE, JR.
Municipal Vice Mayor/Presiding Officer

MEMBERS OF THE
SANGGUNIANG BAYAN

SR

IGNACIO
SB Member

SB Member

HON.

Ex-Officio MefnberfSK Pres.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Honorable Sangguniang Bayan, in its
Regular Session assembled, that:

SECTION 1. TITLE.

This Ordinance shall be known as the “Tabontabon Water
Distribution Service Ordinance of 2025.”

SECTION 2. DECLARATION OF POLICY.

It is hereby declared the policy of the Municipality of Tabontabon
to provide safe, reliable, and sustainable potable water supply to its
inhabitants, consistent with the powers and responsibilities vested in local
government units under the Local Government Code of 1991 (RA 7160).

SECTION 3. DEFINITION OF TERMS
For purposes of this Ordinance:

1. TABONWATER - Refers to the Tabontabon Water Distribution
Service, the municipal water utility system created under this Ordinance.

2. Concessionaire — Any household, establishment, or institution legally
connected to the municipal water system.

3. Connection Fee — The one-time charge for the installation of a new
water service connection.

4. Monthly Consumption Fee — The regular charge for water usage by a
concessionaire.

5. Illegal Connection — Any unauthorized tapping into the water supply
system.

6. Tampering — Any act of altering or interfering with the water meter or
facilities to take due advantage defraud or evade payment.

7. Facilities — Includes water tanks, pipelines, pumps, meters, valves, and
all other related equipment and infrastructure.

SECTION 4. CREATION OF “TABONWATER”

There is hereby created the Tabontabon Water Distribution Service
(TABONWATER), which shall be owned, managed, and operated by the
Municipality of Tabontabon, through the Office of the Municipal Mayor
and such management structure as may be hereafter organized.

-~
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Serbisyo nga Tangkod G;E: Bungtohanon

Municipal Hall, Real St. Poblacion District Ill, Tabontabon, Leyte

&3 tabontabon. legislative2016@gmail.com @ Sangguniang Bayan Tabontabon




Republic of the Philippines

Municipality of Tabontabon

Province of Leyte

BACONC PILIPINAS

-00o0-

OFFICE OF THE SANGGUNIANG BAYAN

15" SANGGUNIANG BAYAN

HON. PONCIANO R. JUSTIMBASTE, JR.
Municipal Vice Mayor/Presiding Officer

MEMBERS OF THE
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SECTION 5. INITIAL WATER FACILITIES

Upon its creation, TABONWATER shall own, operate, and
manage the following initial water supply facilities:

1. Sitio Gubat Water Facility — located within Riverside Residences I,
Barangay Mering, Tabontabon, Leyte; and

2. Sitio Casilion Water Facility — located within Riverside Residences II,
Barangay Mercaduhay, Tabontabon, Leyte.

SECTION 6. EXPANSION OF WATER FACILITIES

Future water facilities to be constructed, acquired, or developed by
TABONWATER shall, upon approval of the Sangguniang Bayan, be
incorporated into this Ordinance through the adoption of supplemental
ordinances or resolutions.

SECTION 7. CONNECTION FEES
CONSUMPTION FEES

AND MONTHLY

All concessionaires shall pay connection fees and monthly
consumption fees as prescribed in the Schedule of Fees as follows:

a. CONNECTION FEES

1. Residential Household —$2,500

2. Commercial Establishment — £4,000

3. Institutional/Government — 23,000

b. MONTHLY CONSUMPTION FEES

1. Residential — £200.00 (first 10 cu.m.), 25.00 per excess cu.m.
2. Commercial — $400.00 (first 10 cu.m.), 30.00 per excess cu.m.
3. Institutional — $300.00 (first 10 cu.m.), 25.00 per excess cu.m.
¢. OTHER CHARGES

1. Reconnection Fee — £300.00

2. Transfer of Connection Fee — £500.00

3. Meter Testing/Replacement —£500.00

d. PENALTY FOﬁiATE PAYMENT - 5% of unpaid bill per

e Sl

month.

A3
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Serbisyo nga Tangkod Para hian Bukgtohanon

Municipal Hall, Real St. Poblacion District ll, Tabontaben, Leyte

(52 tabontabon.legislative2016@gmail.com €@ Sangguniang Bayan Tabontabon
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SECTION 8. PENAL PROVISIONS

The following acts are strictly prohibited and shall be
penalized accordingly:

1,500.00 for 1 Offense,
2,000.00 for 20 Offense,

2, 500.00 for 3™ Offense and an imprisonment of 1month or upon
discretion of the local court

a. Illegal Connections — Any person or entity found undertaking illegal
tapping into the system.

b. Meter Tampering / Pilferage — Any act of tampering or altering the
water meter.

c. Collusion between Employees and Concessionaires — Any employee of
TABONWATER found guilty of conniving with concessionaires to
defraud the system shall face administrative sanctions, while the
concessionaire shall be penalized as mentioned in Section 8 (Penal
Provisions).

d. Vandalism or Destruction of Facilities — Any person who vandalizes or
destroys water tanks, pipelines, or related equipment.

e. Any concessionaire/s who will be found guilty by the Local Court, shall
be disconnected from the system.

SECTION 9. PERIODIC REVIEW AND ADJUSTMENT OF FEES

The connection fees, monthly consumption fees, and other charges
shall be subject to review every three (3) years, or as the need arises, upon
recommendation of TABONWATER and approval of the Sangguniang
Bayan. Updates shall be appended through supplemental ordinances or
resolutions.

SECTION 10. CRAFTING OF IMPLEMENTING RULES AND
REGULATIONS.

Implementing Rules and Regulations shall be crafted by the
representative of the Municipal Mayor through the TabonWater
Management, together with the Chairman and Members of the
Sangguniang Bayan Committee on Economic Enterprise, Market,
Cemetery and Slaughterhouse, for the purpose of effective and sustainable

implementation of the Ordina; e‘& -
o Qb
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SECTION 11. SEPARABILITY CLAUSE

If any provision of this Ordinance is declared unconstitutional or
invalid, the remaining provisions shall not be affected.

SECTION 12. REPEALING CLAUSE

All ordinances, resolutions, or regulations inconsistent with this
Ordinance are hereby repealed or modified accordingly.

SECTION 13. EFFECTIVITY

This Ordinance shall take effect 15 days after posting in at least
three (3) conspicuous places in the Municipality of Tabontabon and
publication in a local newspaper of general circulation, pursuant to the
Local Government Code of 1991.

ENACTED unanimously, May 18, 2026.
IHEREBY CERTIFY to the correctness of the foregoing

Ordinance.
SB Member MARIA CO. E. BAUTISTA
Secretary to the Sanggumiang Bayan
ATTESTED:
HON. PONC JUSTIMBASTE, Jr.
Municipal Vice Mayor/Pyesiding Officer
APPROVED:
HONTEFREN D. R
icipal Mayor
HON. JERRY GWEN L. CONDE

SB Member

Serbisyo nge Tangkod ®ara fian Bungtohanon

Muricipal Hall, Real St. Poblacion District Ill, Tabontabon, Leyte

(2] tabontabon. legislative2016@gmail.com @ Sangguniang Bayan Tabontabon
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Republic of the Philippines

Province of Leyte V
Municipality of Tabontabon BacoNG PiLIPINAS
PUBLIC HEARING

April 15,2026
2" Floor Municipal Lobby

Serbisyo nga Tangkod Para han Bungtohanon
Municipal Hall, Real St. Poblacion District Ill, Tabontabon, Leyte
bt tabontabon legislative2016@gmail.com €@ Sangguniang Bayan Tabontabon
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OFFICE OF THE SANGGUNIANG BAYAN

CERTICATION

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

THIS IS TO CERTIFY that the herein Municipal Ordinance Nos. 01, 02, and 03

Series 2026 of the municipality of Tabontabon, Leyte, had been posted in conspicuous places in

the municipality.

ISSUED this 11* day of June, 2026 at Tabontabon, Leyte.

-

MARIA CORAZON E. BAUTISTA

Secretary to the Sangguniang Bayan

Serbisyo nga Tangkod ®ara han Bu ngtofanon

Municipal Hall, Real St. Poblacion District 111, Tabontabon, Leyte

bad tabontabon.legislative2016@amail.com @ Sangguniang Bayan Tabontabon



