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Republic of the Philippines
PROVINCE OF LEYTE
Provincial Capitol

Tacloban City Sangguniang Panlalawigan
Province of Leyta

= RECEIVED
PROVINCIAL LEGAL OFFICE 09 20

nDnte: QLE T

2" INDORSEMENT
October 8, 2026

Respectfully returned to the Sangguniang Panlalawigan of Leyte, through the SP
Secretary, the attached Ordinance No. 12 of the Sangguniang Bayan of Macarthur, Leyte.

Issues/ concerns for review/recommendation/legal opinion is/are as follows:

Ordinance No. 12 entitled: “No Plastic Bag Day Regulatory Ordinance.”

REVIEW/RECOMMENDATION/LEGAL OPINION:

This office is of the opinion that the subject Ordinance is generally in
accordance with its power under Section 447(a)(1)(vi)! of the Local Government Code
of 1991 (R.A 7160) pursuant to RA 9003? . Hence, we recommend for the declaration
of its validity.

We hope to have assisted you with this request. Please note that the opinion
rendered by this Office are based on the facts available and may vary or change when
additional facts and documents are presented or changed. This opinion is likewise
without prejudice to the opinions rendered by higher and competent authorities
and/or the courts.

I (vi) Protect the environment and impose appropriate penalties for acts which endanger the environment, such as dynamite
fishing and other forms of destructive fishing, illegal logging and smuggling of logs, smuggling of natural resources products
and of endangered species of flora and fauna, slash and burn farming, and such other activities which result in pollution,
acceleration of eutrophication of rivers and lakes, or of ecological imbalance;

2 Ecological Solid Waste Management Act



Republic of the Philippines
PROVINCE OF LEYTE
Palo, Leyte
-000-

OFFICE OF THE SANGGUNIANG PANLALAWIGAN =" ..

15T INDORSEMENT
06 October 2026

The Provincial Legal Office is respectfully requested fo review and
submit recommendations on the herein enclosed Municipal Ordinance
No. 12, series of 20246 of the Municipality of MacArthur, Leyte, enfifled: An
Ordinance prohibiting the use of plastic bags as packaging every
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays in MacArthur, Leyte and providing
penalties for violations thereof.

FLORINDA JILL S. UYVICO
Secretary to the Sanggunian
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RECEIVED
ENDORSEMENT OCT g6 2026
October 6, 2026 By~ YoV

Respectfully submitting to the Honorable Provincial Board for consideration and
approval the herein Municipal Ordinance No. 12, Series of 2026 entitled "AN
ORDINANCE PROHIBITING THE USE OF PLASTIC BAGS AS PACKAGING EVERY
MONDAYS, WEDNESDAYS, AND FRIDAYS IN MACARTHUR, LEYTE AND PROVIDING
PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS THEREOF”.

Pubiic Service Above Self

Legislative Building, Municipal Compound
Poblacion District I, MacArthur, Leyte
lgumacarthur_legislative@yahoo.com
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Municipal Ordinance No. 12
Series of 2026

AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING THE
USE OF PLASTIC BAGS AS PACKAGING
EVERY MONDAYS, WEDNESDAYS, AND
FRIDAYS IN MACARTHUR, LEYTE AND

PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR
VIOLATIONS THEREOF .
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Attested:

JESUSJA. BARANDA
Munigipal Vice Mayor

Concurg

NEO G. R
SB Member

ROKALD DOMINIC B. BABANTE
Member

TRINA C. BURAWIS
SB Member

JONATHAN T. BARQUIN
SB Member

VICTORIANO T. LAZAR
SB Member

f?{-

XANDRIX P. PANTIN
SB Member

GWEN [j‘OLYN M. BERISO

JOSE A. BARANDA
Ex-Officio Member
President, Liga ng mga Barangay

RALPH TEGOS

Ex-Officio Member
SKF President

Approved:

1pa[ ayor
Appfoved: OCF._Ol. 2624
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Republic of the Philippines Sangguniang Panlalswigan
Province of Leyte P;f":f:?_:‘ Leyte
MUNICIPALITY OF MACARTHUR RECEIVED
—————— 0Q0-————= D

Office of the Sangguniang Bayan ' —Fwale———

EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE 62ND REGULAR SESSION OF THE
SANGGUNIANG BAYAN OF MACARTHUR, LEYTE HELD ON 28
SEPTEMBER 2026 AT THE MUNICIPAL SESSION HALL.

PRESENT:

Honorable Jesus A. Baranda Vice Mayor, Presiding
Honorable Raul E. Mundala SB Member
Honorable Ronald Dominic B. Babante ~ SB Member
Honorable Ireneo G. Remanes Jr. SB Member
Honorable Trina C. Burawis SB Member
Honorable Jonathan T. Barquin SB Member
Honorable Victoriano T. Lazar SB Member
Honorable Xandrix P. Pantin SB Member
Honorable Gwendolyn M. Beriso SB Member

Ex-Officio Member
President,Liga ng mga Barangay
Ex-Officio Member

SKF President

Honorable Jose A. Baranda

Honorable Ralph Martin P. Egos

ABSENT: None

MUNICIPAL ORDINANCE NO. 12
Series of 2026

AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING THE USE OF PLASTIC BAGS AS
PACKAGING EVERY MONDAYS, WEDNESDAYS, AND FRIDAYS [N
MACARTHUR, LEYTE AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR
VIOLATIONS THEREOF

SPONSORED BY Honorable Gwendolyn M. Beriso

WHEREAS, Article 11, section 6 of the Philippine Constitution provides
that the State shall protect and advance the right of the people to a
balanced and healthful ecology in accord with the rhythm and harmony
of nature;

WHEREAS, Section 3 (i) of RA 7160 provides that the Local Government
of Units shall share with the national government the responsibility in

Public Service Above Self



TRINA C. BURAWIS

SB Member
JONATHA T..B&RQUIN
SB Member

VICTORIANO T. LAZAR

SB Member/?

XANDRIX P. PANTIN
SB Member

GWENgOLYN M. BERISO
e r

SBM

JOSEAT BARANDA
Ex-Officio Member
President, Liga ng mga Barangay

RALP P. EGOS
Ex-Officio Member
SKF President

Approved:

Wunicipal Compound
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the management and maintenance of ecological balance within their
territorial jurisdiction;

WHEREAS, Section 458 (vi) of RA 7160 also empowetrs to protect the
environment and impose appropriate penalties for acts which endanger
the environment including such activities which result in pollution,
acceleration or eutrophication of rivers and lakes or of ecological
imbalance;

WHEREAS, plastic pollution poses a serious threat to our environment,
waterways, and public health;

WHEREAS, the Sangquniang Bayan recognizes the need to promote
sustainable practices and reduce single-use plastics;

WHEREAS, designating specific “No Plastic Bag Days” is an effective step
toward encouraging the use of reusable and eco-friendly alternatives;

WHEREFORE, on motion of Honorable Gwendolyn M. Beriso duly
seconded by en masse, be it

Ordained by the Sangquniang Bayan of the Municipality of MacArthur,
Leyte that:

Section 1. TITLE. This Ordinance shall be known as the “No Plastic Bag
Day” Ordinance of MacArthur, Leyte.

Section 2. DEFINITION OF TERMS

a. Single-Use Plastic (SUP) — A plastic product designed, intended,
or ordinarily used for 3 single use or for 3 short period before
being discarded, disposed of, or otherwise removed from its
original intended use.

b. Plastic bags — also known as sando bag, pouch, plastic shopping
bag, plastic film bag or cellophane. It is a type of flexible packaging
material made of thin, plastic film that is commonly used for
containing and transporting products.

c. No Plastic Day - The designated days of Monday, Wednesday and
Friday within the territorial jurisdiction of the Municipality
during which the use, distribution, provision, sale or giving away
of the single-use plastic products specifically prohibited under this
Ordinance shall not be allowed, subject to the exemptions
identified in this Ordinance or its implementing rules and
requlations.

d. Alternative Material — A reusable, recyclable, biodegradable or
compostable material that may reasonably substitute for a
prohibited single-use plastic product and is determined to be
appropriate for the intended purpose.

e. Establishment — Any store, market, sari-sari store, restaurant,
carinderia, food establishment, office, institution, business

Public Service Above Self
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JESUS ALBARANDA
Municipal Vice Mayor

TRINA C. BURAWIS

SB Member
JONATHANI|T. BARQUIN
SB Member q
VICTORIANO T. LAZAR
SB Member

XANDRIX P. PANTIN
SB Member

GWENDOLYN M. BERISO
SB Me

JOSEA. A
Ex-Officio Member
President, Liga ng mga Barangay

RALPH IN P. EGOS

Ex-Officio Member
SKF President

Approved:

Date[Apprbved: OCT. Ol202(
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(Page 3 of 4, Municipal Ordinance No. 12, Series of 2026)

establishment, public or private facility, or similar entity
operating within the Municipality.

f. Consumer — Any natural person who purchases, receives, uses or
obtains goods, products, food or services from an establishment.

Section 3. DECLARATION OF POLICY. It is the policy of Municipality
of MacArthur, Leyte to protect the environment and promote waste
reduction by limiting the use of single-use plastic bags.

Section 4. SCOPE AND COVERAGE. This ordinance applies to all
business establishments, markets, grocery stores, sari-sari stores, food
stalls, and vendors operating within the territorial jurisdiction of
MacArthur, Leyte.

Section 5. PROHIBITED ACTS. It shall be unlawful for any person or
business establishment to:

1. Use, offer, or provide single-use plastic bags as packaging to
customers every Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays;
2. Sell plastic bags for packaging purposes on said days.

Section 6. ALLOWED ALTERNATIVES. On Mondays, Wednesdays, and
Fridays, establishments are encouraged to use: Reusable bags, bayong,
eco-bags, paper bags, biodegradable packaging, customer’s own
containers/bags.

Section 7. EXEMPTIONS. The following are exempted:

1. Packaging for wet goods, meat, fish, and food that pose sanitation
}’iSkS;

2. Plastic bags used for medicines and medical supplies;

3. Such other items as may be determined by the Municipal
Environment and Natural Resources Office.

Section 8. PENALTIES. Any person or establishment found violating this
Ordinance shall be penalized as follows:

1. First Offense: Community service

2. Second Offense: Fine of 2 1,000.00.

3. Third Subsequent Offenses: Fine of $2,500.00 and/ot
suspension/revocation of business permit.

Section 9. IMPLEMENTATION AND MONITORING. The (Municipal
Mayor's Office/Municipal Environment and Natural Resources Office)
in coordination with the (BPLO, MTO, and PNP) shall be responsible for
the implementation, information campaign, and monitoring of this
Ordinance.

Section 10. IMPLEMENTING RULES AND REGULATIONS (IRR).
Within sixty (60) days from the effectivity of this Ordinance, the

Public Service Above Self
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Munigipal Vice Mayor
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SB Member
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SB Member
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JOSE A. BARANDA
Ex-Officio Member
President, Liga ng mga Barangay
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Ex-Officio Member
SKF President

Approved:
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Municipal Environment and Natural Resources Office (MENRO) shall
prepare and promulgate the Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR)
necessary for the effective implementation and enforcement of this
Ordinance, subject to the approval of the Municipal Mayor.

Section 11. INFORMATION AND EDUCATION CAMPAIGN

1. All business establishments covered by this Ordinance shall be
required to post a clearly visible tarpaulin/poster with the words
“LUNES, MIYERKULES, AT BIYERNES, WALANG PLASTIC DAY’ in
front of their establishment or at the customer service/check out area
where the customers can easily read and see it.

2. A 60-day information campaign shall be conducted prior to full
implementation to educate businesses and the public.

Section 12. SEPARABILITY CLAUSE. If any provision of this Ordinance
declared invalid the remaining provisions shall remain in effect.

Section 13. EFFECTIVITY CLAUSE. This Ordinance shall take effect after
the approval of the Sangquniang Panlalawigan and the requirement of
posting prescribed by RA 7160 is complied with.

ENACTED by the Sangquniang Bayan in session assembled on September

28, 2026, at the Municipal Session Hall, Legislative Building, MacArthur,
Leyte, Philippines.

| HEREBY CERTIFY to the correctness of the foregoing ordinance.

MARIE STEPHA E
Secretary to the Sariggunian

CRUZ- PULGA

Public Service Above Self



Republic of the Philippines
Province of Leyte

MUNICIPALITY OF MACARTHUR.
- oQo-

Office of the Sangguniany Bayan

CERTIFICATE OF POSTING

THIS IS TO CERTIFY that Municipal Ordinance No. 12, Series of 2026 of the
Sangguniang Bayan of MacArthur, Leyte, duly enacted on 28 September 2026 and
approved last 1 October 2026 has been posted since 5 October 2026 3t the bulletin board
of the Legislative Building, at Poblacion Public Market, and at Palsle | Outpost pursuant to
Section 511 of R.A. 7160.

CRUZ- PULGA
tetary to the Sanggunian

Pudlic Service Above Self

Legislative Building, Municipal Compound
Poblacion District |, MacArthur, Leyte
lgumacarthur_jegislative@ychoo.com



Republic of the Philippines
Province of Leyte
MUNICIPALITY OF MACARTHUR

Office of the Sangguniang Bayan

Minutes of the Public Hearing of the Committee on Environment and Natural
Resources Protection, Tourism and Culture fast Thursday, August 27, 2026, at the Municipal
Gymnasium,

PRESENT:
Honorable Gwendolyn M. Beriso Chairman, Presiding Officer
Honorable Victoriano T. Lazar Co-Chairman
Honorable Trina C. Burawis Member
Honorable Ireneo G. Remanes Jr. Member
ABSENT:
NONE
CALL TO ORDER:

The Public Hearing was called to order at 9:44 in the morning.

AGENDA:
Review and discuss provisions stated under the following proposed Municipal
Ordingnces:

e MUNICIPAL ORDINANCE NO. 12, SERIES OF 2026 "AN ORDINANCE
PROHIBITING THE USE OF PLASTIC BAGS AS PACKAGING EVERY
MONDAY AND WEDNESDAY IN MACARTHUR, LEYTE AND PROVIDING
PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS THEREOF”

s MUNICIPAL ORDINANCE NO. 13, SERIES OF 2026 "AN ORDINANCE
ESTABLISHING THE  MACARTHUR  MUNICIPAL  WATERSHED
PROTECTION AREA, DECLARING A FIVE (5)-KILOMETER RADIUS FROM
THE MUNICIPAL WATER SOURCE IN SiTIO OBO-OB, BRGY. SAN VICENTE,
MACARTHUR, LEYTE, A5 A WATERSHED PROTECTION AREA, CREATING
THE MUNICIPAL WATERSHED MANAGEMENT COUNCIL AND THE
BANTAY-KALIKASAN WATERSHED PROTECTION TEAM, PROVIDING
FOR THEIR POWERS, FUNCTIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES, PRESCRIBING
PROHIBITED ACTS AND PENALTIES, PROVIDING FOR THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF WATERSHED MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS,
PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.”

Minrtes of the Public Hesring

Commitize on Environmant and Natura! Resources Protaction, Tourfsm and Cuftire
Acgest 27 2076

Page T of 4



The Public Hearing started after the adjournment of the hearing of Committee on
Infrastructure Development, Transformation, Communication. Honorable Beriso seated as the
Presiding Officer.

The Secretary to the Sangqgunian read the proposed Municipal Ordinance No. 12, Series
of 2026 entitled, AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING THE USE OF PLASTIC BAGS AS
PACKAGING EVERY MONDAY AND WEDNESDAY IN MACARTHUR, LEYTE AND
PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS THEREOF.

Afterwards, the Presiding Officer stated the need for reduction of the single-used
plastic. She added that the Ordinance aims to lessen the use of the plastic gradually. She then
reiterated that the main focus of the Ordinance are the plastics. This also aims for a gradual
transition for the public and the business establishments in prohibiting the use of such
materials. The Presiding Officer then opened the floor for suggestions and clarifications.

Ms. Abegail, a store owner, inquired with regards to the packaging of coconut milks
and olis. The Municipal Environment and Natural Resources Office Designate—Engr. Norly
Lanza responded that under Section 7. Exemptions of the Ordinance, it was mentioned that
packaging for wet goods, meat, fish and food that pose sanitation risks are exempted. Since the
coconut milk and oil are included in this cateqory, they are exempted as well but, Engr. Lanza
added that if there is 3 possible alternative, then it would be better.

Moreover, Ms. Piga, representative of Brenelou Enterprise, had an observation with
reqards to the laundry packaging. She added that they usually use plastic packaging because if
paper bags were used, itwon't hold the laundry. She then asked if it would be possible to include
such packaging under exemptions.

The Presiding Officer responded that it can be included under Section 7. Exemptions
under the third provision which states that, such other items as may be determined by the
Municipal Environment and Natural Resources Office.

Engr. Lanza 3dded that with his previous work at Quezon City, they have 3 strict
implementation of the “No Plastic Day”. When they have their laundry washed, they still have
the plastic packaging, but they mostly use the eco-bags. He then gave an information that
most of the municipality already have this Ordinance and that the municipality of MacArthur
is gradually implementing the same. In addition, he added that since there are products that
really requires the use of plastic packaging, they include the other items as may be determined
by the Municipal Environment and Nataral Resources Office.

Along this line, Engr. Lanza stated that at the end of the hearing, with al the sugqgestions
qathered, they will create an implementing rules and requlations for further specifications. Ms.
Piga then agreed to have an IRR for 3 clearer classification.

Another question was raised by Mr. Romel Rosal, a store owner of dry goods, as to
when would be the implementation of the Ordinance. The Presiding Officer responded that
the Ordinance will be implemented upon approval of the Sangguniang Panlalawigan, and
would first go through series of readings. She added that they would be given copies once the
Ordinance is approved.

in addition, Engr. Lanza stated that after the approval from the Sangguniang
Panlalawigan, there would be 2 60-day information campaign. The 60-day campaign would

Minutes of the Public Hearing

Committze on Envirenment and Natural Resources Protection, Tourism and Cufture
August 27, 2026
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also serve as the transition period. If they still have the plastic packaging, they are still allowed
to use those during the days not prohibited. During the 60-day campaign they would be
informing the consumers and establishment about the prohibition of using plastic packaging,
giving out flyers, posting of tarpaulins for the awareness. They would not be imposing penalties
yet during those said days. It would be only for the education and information of the public.

There being no clarifications and suggestions for the proposed Municipal Ordinance
No. 12, the Secretary to the Sangguniang proceeded to read the proposed Municipal Ordinance
No. 13, Series of 2026 entitled, AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE MACARTHUR
MUNICIPAL WATERSHED PROTECTION AREA, DECLARING A FIVE (5)-KILOMETER
RADIUS FROM THE MUNICIPAL WATER SOURCE IN SITIiC OBOC-OB, BRGY. SAN
VICENTE, MACARTHUR, LEYTE, AS A WATERSHED PROTECTION AREA, CREATING THE
MUNICIPAL WATERSHED MANAGEMENT COUNCIL AND THE BANTAY-KALIKASAN
WATERSHED PROTECTION TEAM, PROVIDING FOR THEIR POWERS, FUNCTIONS AND
RESPONSIBILITIES, PRESCRIBING PROHIBITED ACTS AND PENALTIES, PROVIDING FOR
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF WATERSHED MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS, PROJECTS AND
ACTIVITIES, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

The Presiding Officer stated that the Ordinance was cregted through the help of an
attorney, the Sangquniang Bayan members, the Secretary to the Sangqunian, and different
agencies and offices. She added that the Ordinance mainly focuses on the five (5) barangays
namely, Barangay Lanawan, San Vicente, Oguisan, San Antonio, and Sta. Isabel. The basis for
the said Ordinance came from national laws, provincial ordinances, and approved municipal
ordinances.

Furthermore, the Presiding Officer stated that the purpose of the Ordinance is to
provide protection to the water sources consumed by the municipality. She then opened the
floor for clarifications and suggestions.

Engr. Lanza stated that one of the purposes of the creation of the watershed in the
municipality of MacArthur, as observed, not all barangays are covered by the MCWASS and
there is still scarcity of water. He added that the design of the water system cannot supply and
sustain the demand of the increasing number of households and institutional infrastructures.

in addition, Engr. Lanza stated that in order to have a sufficient supply of water, the
water source which is located in Sitio Obo-ob of Barangay San Vicente. There is 3 proposal for
expansion of additional water source. He added that the present water source is 3 spring which
has a tendency to dry up especially on hot seasons. Another factor that also affects is the
cutting and burning of trees. He also stated that there are already structures constructed afong
the water source in Sitio Obo-ob such as piggery which why he asked if they would like 3 water
system that is contaminated. He then reiterated the importance of the Ordinance to protect
the water source and to impose sanctions to violators.

A query was raised by Ms. Piga about the basis for the 5-kilometer radius of the water
source and asked if it can somehow be expanded to a 10-kilometers for the safety and
protection of the water source.

Honorable Lazar responded that the bottom line of the Ordinance is the people and the
water. There is 3 need to protect the people that live on that area, as well as the water the
municipality is consuming. He added that the 5-kilometer radius comes from the source of

Mintites of the Public Hearing
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the water, and that they are not 3qainst the people living on the area. The Ordinance is mainly
for the protection of the water source and for the requlation of prohibited activities.

Honorable Lazar went back to the query of Ms. Piga. He stated that the 5-kilometer
radius is for the water source, There is another for the protected area such as the Lake Bito for
its biodiversity and environmental protection. He stated that if for instance the radius will be
made to 10-kilometers, there would be 2 lot of complaints for there are a tot of prohibitions
such as the construction of toilets and piggeries. He stated that the 5-kilometer will be for the
water source, but another one can be made for another area.

Furthermore, Honorable Lazar stated that, from the water source, there is 3 20-40-
meter buffer zone and there are prohibited activities on those aress.

fn conclusion, the Presiding Officer stated the suggestions would be of huge help for
the improvement of the Ordinances for the benefit of the community.

ADJOURNMENT:

There being no more business to be discussed, Hon. Burawis declared the meeting

adjourned at 11:52 in the morning.

| HEREBY CERTIFY to the correctness of the foregoing minutes.

ARI EM. MERILO
Temporary Secretary

Committee on Environment and Natural Resources Protection, Tourism and Culture

HONORABLE Q?t\\fjfgf\\lDOLYN M. BERISO HONORABLE VICTORIANC T. LAZAR
Sangguniang Bayan Member Sangquniang Bayan Member
Chairman/Presiding Co~Chairman

o

NEO G. REMANES JR.

HONORABLE TRINA C. BURAWIS HONORABLE
Sangguniang Bayan Member Sangquniang Bayan Ajlember
Member Metmber

Minutes of the Fublic Hesring
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