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By: S
Respectfully returned to the Sangguniang Panlalawigan of Leyté, ough SP
Secretary, the attached Ordinance No. 26-235 of the Sangguniang Bayan of Burauen,
Leyte.

REVIEW/RECOMMENDATION/LEGAL OPINION:

This office is of the opinion that the subject Ordinance is generally in
accordance to its power under Section 447(a)’ of the Local Government Code of 1991
(R.A 7160), pursuant to RA 9147%. Hence, we recommend for the declaration of its
validity.

We hope to have assisted you with this request. Please note that the opinion
rendered by this Office are based on the facts available and may vary or change when
additional facts and documents are presented or changed. This opinion is likewise
without prejudice to the opinions rendered by higher and competent authorities
and/or the courts.

1:(a) The sangguniang bayan, as the legislative body of the municipality, shall enact ordinances, approve resolutions and
appropriate funds for the general welfare of the municipality and its inhabitants pursuant to Section 16 of this Code and in
the proper exercise of the corporate powers of the municipality as provided for under Section 22 of this Code,

2 "Wildlife Resources Conservation and Protection Act.”
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The Provincial Legal Office is respectfully requested to review and
submit recommendations on the herein enclosed Municipal Ordinance
No. 26-235 of the Municipality of Burauen, Leyte, entitled: An Ordinance
establishing a Wildlife Protection and Conservation Program in the
Municipality of Burauen, Lleyte, declaring the Philippine Eagle
(Pithecophaga lJefferyi), locally known as “Banog” as the Municipality’s
Flagship Species for Wildlife Conservation, providing policies and
measures for the protection of endangered wildlife species, and

appropriating funds therefor.
FLORINDA J%VICO

Secretary fo the Sanggunian



MUNICIPAL ORDINANCE NO. 26-235

“An Ordinance Establishing a Wildlife Protection and
Conservation Program in the Municipality of Burauen, Leyte,
Declaring the Philippine Eagle (Pithecophaga Jefferyi), Locally
Known as “Banog”, as the Municipality’s Flagship Species for
Wildlife Conservation, Providing Policies and Measures for the
Protection of Endangered Wildlife Species, and Appropriating
Funds Therefor”

BURAUEN, LEYTE



/ MUNICIPALITY OF BURAUEN

o

OFFICE OF THE SANGGUNIANG BAYAN

August 14, 2026

THE HONORABLE MEMBERS Sacagunting Fuiishtain

Sangguniang Panlalawigan Province of Leyte
Province of Leyte REC i’: IV E D
ATTENTION: FLORINDA JILL S. UYVICO ,',’;‘ﬁ ' ity
Secretary to the Sanggunian
Province of Leyte
Palo, Leyte

Ladies/Gentlemen:

We transmit herewith 12 copies of Municipal Ordinance No. 26-235, Series of 2026 of
the Sangguniang Bayan of Burauen, Leyte, entitled “An Ordinance Establishing a Wildlife
Protection and Conservation Program in the Municipality of Burauen, Leyte, Declaring the
Philippine Eagle (Pithecophaga Jefferyi), Locally Known as “Banog”, as the Municipality’s
Flagship Species for Wildlife Conservation, Providing Policies and Measures for the
Protection of Endangered Wildlife Species, and Appropriating Funds Therefor”, for review
and approval of the body.

Thank you and please acknowledge receipt hereof.

Respectfully yours,

A%i‘ﬁ. RUIAEJANE S. TAN

Secretary tajthe Sanggunian

BURAUEN
Office of the Sangguniang Bayan, Executive & Legislative Building, . - £

La Purisima St., District 7, Burauen, Leyte. NATURALLY c°OL
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Series of 2026

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A WILDLIFE PROTECTION AND CONSERVATION
PROGRAM IN THE MUNICIPALITY OF BURAUEN, LEYTE, DECLARING THE PHILIPPINE
EAGLE (PITHECOPHAGA JEFFERYI), LOCALLY KNOWN AS “BANOG,” AS THE
MUNICIPALITY'S FLAGSHIP SPECIES FOR WILDLIFE CONSERVATION, PROVIDING
POLICIES AND MEASURES FOR THE PROTECTION OF ENDANGERED WILDLIFE SPECIES,
AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR

Principal Authors: Atty. Leo S. Apostol and Hon. George Bensen S. Tan
Co-Authors: Hon. Bryan R. Cinco, Hon. Juanito E. Renomeron, Hon. Cheeryl Y. Ducentes, Hon. Hermenia

C. Camasin, Hon. Sean T. Cordero, Hon. Andres Rey L. Cagara, Hon. Ma. Hazel E. Relatorres, Hon. Justine
Merp G. Andrade

EXPLANATORY NOTE
P
WHEREAS, Section 16 of Republic Act No. 7160, otherwise known as the Local Government Code of
1991, mandates local government units to promote ecological balance and environmental protection;
WHEREAS, Section 17 of the same Code devolves environmental management functions to

municipalities, subject to national policies;

WHEREAS, Section 35 of Republic Act No. 9147, otherwise known as the Wildlife Resources
Conservation and Protection Act, governs the conservation, protection, and regulation of wildlife
resources and their habitats and they may adopt flagship species which shall serve as emblems of
conservation for the local government concerned;

WHEREAS, the Municipality of Burauen recognizes the ecological importance of protecting
endangered and threatened wildlife species and preserving their habitats;

WHEREAS, there is a need to establish a clear, enforceable, and locally responsive framework that
complements national law and strengthens environmental governance at the municipal level;

NOW, THEREFORE, on motion duly seconded, the Sangguniang Bayan of the Municipality of

—_

Burauen, Leyte, in session assembled, hereby ordains that:
ARTICLE1I X

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Section 1. TITLE. This Ordinance shall be known as the “Burauen Wildlife Protection’ and
Endangered Species Conservation Ordinance of 2026”.

Section 2. DECLARATION OF POLICY. It is hereby declared the policy of the Municipality to:

,.

nicipal Ordinance No. 26-233, Series of 2026 ) ﬁ L Z Page 1 of
cted: May 11, 2026



a) Conserve, protect, preserve, and restore the Municipality’s biodiversity by safeguarding
endemic, native, threatened, and endangered wildlife species, particularly the Philippine
Eagle, locally known as “Banog”, and by protecting, rehabilitating, and restoring their natural
habitats within its territorial jurisdiction

b) Recognize and promote the Philippine Eagle (“Banog”) as the Municipality’s flagship species
for wildlife conservation and utilize its emblem or likeness in official signages, educational
materials, information campaigns, conservation activities, and wildlife protection initiatives
conducted or supported by the Municipality and the Wildlife Watch Groups;

c) Establish and implement a comprehensive and locally responsive wildlife protection and
conservation program consistent with sustainable environmental management principles;

d) Complement and support, and not supplant, the provisions of Republic Act No. 9147,
otherwise known as the Wildlife Resources Conservation and Protection Act, and other
existing environmental laws, rules, and regulations;

e) Promote environmental awareness, ecological stewardship, and active community
participation in wildlife conservation, habitat protection, monitoring, and reporting activities; -

f) Strengthen coordination, collaboration, and information-sharing among the Municip
Government, the Department of Environment and Natural Resources, barangays, people’s
organizations, academic institutions, civil society groups, and other stakeholders in the
implementation of wildlife conservation initiatives; and

g) Ensure that the enforcement of this Ordinance is carried out in accordance with due process,
applicable national laws, and the rights of all persons concerned.

Section 3. DEFINITION OF TERMS. For purposes of this Ordinance, the following terms shall be
defined as follows:

a) Wildlife - refers to wild flora and fauna as defined under Republic Act No. 9147.

b) Protected Species - refers to wildlife species found within the territorial jurisdiction of the
Municipality of Burauen that are classified as threatened, endangered, critically endangered,
rare, endemic, or otherwise protected under applicable laws, Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) issuances, or internationally recognized conservation

classifications, including but not limited to the Philippine Eagle, locally known as “Banog”;
the South Philippine Hawk-Eagle (Nisaetus pinskeri), locally known as “Agila”; the Philippine
Tarsier (Carlito syrichta), locally known as “Mag6”; the Philippine Duck (Anas Iuzonica), locally
known as “Gamaw”; the Philippine Deer (Rusa alfredi), locally known as “Bugsok”; and such

other wildlife species as may hereafter be identified, recorded, classified, or designated for
protection by the Municipality, the DENR, or other competent authorities.

c) Disturbance - refers to intentional or negligent acts that directly interfere with wildlife
behavior, resulting in observable displacement, nesting abandonment, or disruption of
breeding activities, as determined by the Municipal Environment and Natural Resources
Office (MENRO) in coordination with the DENR. :

d) Unauthorized Entry - refers to entry into a declared Local Habitat Protection Zone without the
required permit, prior coordination, or lawful authority.

( ggjn;;”;; 17 - \
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€) Local Habitat Protection Zone - refers to an area identified and declared by the Municipality for
conservation purposes, duly mapped, recorded, and publicly posted in coordination with the
DENR.

f) Wildlife Violation - refers to any act prohibited under this Ordinance or applicable national law.

ARTICLEII
FLAGSHIP SPECIES AND HABITAT PROTECTION

Section 4. FLAGSHIP SPECIES FOR WILDLIFE CONSERVATION. The Philippine Eagle, locally
known as “Banog,” is hereby declared as the official flagship species for wildlife conservation in the
Municipality of Burauen, in recognition of its status as the National Bird of the Philippines, its
ecological significance as one of the country’s critically endangered endemic species, and its
importance in promoting environmental protection, biodiversity conservation, and sustainable
stewardship of natural resources.

The Municipality likewise recognizes the vital role of the Philippine Eagle as an indicator and
umbrella species whose protection contributes to the preservation of forest ecosystems, watersheds,
wildlife habitats, and ecological balance. Accordingly, the Municipality shall promote measures for
the protection, conservation, restoration, and sustainable management of forests and natural habitats
within its territorial jurisdiction that support wildlife biodiversity and ecological integrity.

Section 5. WILDLIFE INVENTORY AND MONITORING. The Municipal Environment and Natural
Resources Office (MENROQ), in coordination with the Municipal Wildlife Protection Task Force,
barangays, the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), academic institutions,
and other concerned stakeholders, shall conduct periodic wildlife inventory, habitat assessment, and
biodiversity monitoring activities within the Municipality.

Barangays, particularly those with identified forest areas, watershed areas, protected habitats, or
wildlife-sensitive zones, shall assist in the documentation and reporting of wildlife sightings, habitat
conditions, and environmental threats within their respective jurisdictions.

The results of such inventory and monitoring activities shall serve as basis for habitat protection
measures, biodiversity mapping, environmental education programs, conservation planning, and
formulation of local environmental policies.

Section 6. DECLARATION OF LOCAL HABITAT PROTECTION ZONES. Areas within the
territorial jurisdiction of the Municipality identified as critical habitats, nesting areas, wildlife
corridors, watershed areas, forest ecosystems, or environmentally sensitive areas may, upon
recommendation of the Municipal Environment and Natural Resources Office (MENRO) and in
coordination with the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), concerned
barangays, and other relevant stakeholders, be declared as Local Habitat Protection Zones through a
separate ordinance enacted by the Sangguniang Bayan.

The declaration of a Local Habitat Protection Zone shall be based on wildlife inventory, habitat
assessment, biodiversity monitoring, scientific or technical studies, field validation, or documented
wildlife presence conducted or verified by the MENRO, the DENR, academic institutions, or ther
competent authorities.

The ordinance establishing a Local Habitat Protection Zone shall, whenever practicable:

a) identify the location and approximate boundaries of the protected area;
b) provide the basis for its declaration;

Municipal Ordinance No. 26-233, Series of 2026 ‘h . PR / 7 Page 3
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c) specify the applicable protection and conservation measures; and
d) authorize the installation of appropriate markers, notices, or signages.

All declared Local Habitat Protection Zones shall be properly mapped, documented, and maintained
in a registry by the MENRO for monitoring, conservation planning, and environmental protection
purposes.

Section 7. HABITAT PROTECTION AND CONSERVATION MEASURES. The Municipality shall
implement the following habitat protection and conservation measures:

a) Conduct habitat mapping and biodiversity assessment in coordination with the DENR;

b) Promote and support reforestation, habitat restoration, watershed protection, and the planting
of native tree species;

c) Strengthen anti-poaching, anti-illegal hunting, and pollution control initiatives;

d) Promote sustainable environmental practices that reduce pressure on forests, watersheds, and
wildlife habitats; and

e) Conduct awareness campaigns and conservation education activities to enhance community
participation.

ARTICLE III
IMPLEMENTATION AND INSTITUTIONAL MECHANISMS

Section 8. IMPLEMENTING AUTHORITIES. The following offices and agencies shall serve as the
principal implementing, coordinating, regulatory, technical, and enforcement authorities in relation
to wildlife conservation, environmental protection, and the objectives of this Ordinance:

a) The Municipal Mayor, as the chief supervising and administrative authority for the
implementation of this Ordinance;

b) The Municipal Environment and Natural Resources Office (MENRO), as the lead
implementing office responsible for coordination, monitoring, adjudication, environmental
protection activities, and overall program implementation; Provided, however, that the
Municipal Mayor may, through an Executive Order, create a Hearing Team headed by the
MENRQO to assist in the conduct of hearings and related proceedings under this Ordinance,
without prejudice to the authority of the MENRO to render the final decision;

¢) The Philippine National Police (PNP), as the agency providing enforcement assistance, peace
and order support, and coordination during lawful enforcement operations; and

d) The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), as the primary regulatory,
technical, and enforcement authority pursuant to applicable national laws, rules, and
regulations.

Section 9. MUNICIPAL WILDLIFE PROTECTION TASK FORCE. There is hereby created a

Municipal Wildlife Protection Task Force which shall serve as the coordinating, monitoring, and
advisory body for the effective implementation of this Ordinance and other wildlife conseryation
initiatives within the Municipality.

|
!

The Task Force shall be composed of the following:
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Chairperson: Municipal Mayor

Members: Chairperson, Committee on Environment and Natural Resources of
the Sangguniang Bayan

Municipal Environment and Natural Resources Officer
Representative from the Philippine National Police
Barangay Representatives

DENR Liaison Officer, as coordinating member

The Municipal Wildlife Protection Task Force shall operate in close coordination with the Department
of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) and other concerned agencies in the implementation
of wildlife conservation and environmental protection measures under this Ordinance

Nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed as granting the Municipal Wildlife Protection Task Force
powers exclusively vested by law in the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR),
including wildlife permitting, seizure authority beyond lawful administrative assistance, and criminal
investigation or prosecution.

Section 10. FUNCTIONS OF THE MUNICIPAL WILDLIFE PROTECTION TASK FORCE. The
Municipal Wildlife Protection Task Force shall have the following functions:

a)

b)

g)

Monitor and evaluate the implementation of wildlife conservation, habitat protection, and
environmental protection measures within the Municipality;

Assist in the conduct of wildlife law enforcement operations, subject to existing laws, rules,
and regulations;

Coordinate and support environmental protection, conservation, monitoring, and information
campaigns related to wildlife conservation;

Coordinate with barangays, local communities, people’s organizations, academic institutions,
and other stakeholders in the implementation of wildlife conservation initiatives;

Support the conduct of information, education, and communication campaigns on wildlife
conservation and habitat protection;

Coordinate and support periodic wildlife inventory, habitat assessment, and biodiversity
monitoring activities in coordination with barangays, the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR), academic institutions, and other concerned agencies; and

Recommend policies, programs, and conservation measures to strengthen wildlife protection
and biodiversity conservation within the Municipality.

Section 11. Barangay Wildlife Watch Groups. Barangays shall establish Wildlife Watch Group
responsible for monitoring and reporting wildlife-related activities within their respective

jurisdictions.

The functions of the Wildlife Watch Groups may include, but shall not be limited to, the following:

unicipal Ordinance No. 26-235, Series of 2026
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a) Report wildlife sightings, threats, disturbances, and possible violations of this Ordinance;

b) Assist in raising community awareness regarding wildlife conservation and habitat
protection;

¢) Coordinate with MENRO, barangay officials, and concerned authorities regarding wildlife-
related incidents; and

d) Assist authorized authorities in the documentation and turnover of materials or items used in
prohibited acts.

Additional functions, duties, and responsibilities consistent with the objectives of this Ordinance may
be prescribed through guidelines, resolutions, or directives issued by the Municipal Wildlife
Protection Task Force, the Municipal Mayor, or the Municipal Environment and Natural Resources
Office (MENRO), subject to existing laws, rules, and regulations.

Nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed as granting Wildlife Watch Groups police, enforcement,
or arrest powers, which shall remain vested in duly authorized authorities under existing laws, rules,
and regulations.

Section 12. VIOLATION REPORTING AND INCENTIVES. The following reporting and incentive
mechanisms are hereby established:

a) Reports submitted pursuant to this Ordinance shall be acted upon by the MENRO within five
(5) working days from receipt thereof;

b) Verified informants who furnish information that leads to the discovery and successful
enforcement of any violation of this Ordinance may receive incentives equivalent to a
maximum of twenty percent (20%) of the collected administrative fines, subject to availability
of funds and existing accounting and auditing rules;

¢) Release of incentives shall be subject to certification by the MENRO and availability of funds;

d) False or malicious reporting shall be penalized in accordance with applicable laws and
ordinances; and

e) The Municipality may provide accredited Wildlife Watch Groups with appropriate support
and incentives, which may include honoraria, recognition, training, logistical assistance, and
other forms of assistance to encourage community participation in wildlife conservation and
environmental protection.

The Local Government Unit may provide counterpart or augmentation support to Wildlife Watch
Members who are receiving assistance, honoraria, allowances, or similar benefits from the Department
of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), the Philippine Eagle Foundation, or other
government or partner institutions, in such amount and under such terms as may be authorized by
law and determined by the Municipal Mayor upon recommendation of the MENRO.

The Municipal Mayor, upon recommendation of the MENRO, may issue the necessary guidelines or
Executive Orders prescribing the types of assistance, amounts, eligibility criteria, documentary
requirements, counterpart arrangements, and procedures for the grant of such support and incentives,
All grants and releases made pursuant to this Section shall be subject to existing budgeti
accounting, and auditing laws, rules, and regulations, and availability of funds.

Section 13. INFORMATION, EDUCATION, AND COMMUNICATION CAMPAIGN. To promo
environmental awareness, community participation, and responsible stewardship of wildlife

/L7 ‘
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resources and habitats, the Municipal Environment and Natural Resources Office (MENRQO), in
coordination with concerned agencies and stakeholders, shall conduct continuing information,
education, and communication campaigns on wildlife conservation, biodiversity protection, habitat
preservation, and responsible environmental stewardship.

Section 14. MONITORING AND REPORTING. The following monitoring and reporting measures
shall be observed:

a) Quarterly monitoring reports shall be prepared by the Municipal Environment and Natural
Resources Office (MENRO);

b) An annual environmental status report shall be submitted to the Sangguniang Bayan; and
¢) Monitoring reports may include recommendations for additional conservation measures,

habitat protection initiatives, and policy improvements related to wildlife conservation and
environmental protection.

ARTICLE IV .
PROHIBITED ACTS, ENFORCEMENT, AND ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEEDINGS
Section 15. PROHIBITED ACTS IN LOCAL HABITAT PROTECTION ZONES. The following acts
are hereby prohibited within declared Local Habitat Protection Zones:
a) Unauthorized entry into officially declared habitat protection zones;
b) Unnecessary noise or activities that cause disturbance to wildlife and their habitats;

¢) Unauthorized clearing, cutting, or destruction of vegetation near nesting or identified wildlife
habitats;

d) Bringing or using firearms, improvised hunting devices, traps, or other hunting materials or r ;
methods that may cause harm to wildlife species;

e) Unauthorized use of fire, open flames, or combustible materials within habitat protection
zones;

f) Collection or harvesting activities that may destroy or disturb nesting trees or wildlife habitats;

g) Obstruction of lawful enforcement, monitoring, or inspection activities conducted pursuant to
this Ordinance; and

h) Violation of permit conditions issued pursuant to this Ordinance.

Acts involving the killing, capturing, collecting, possessing, transporting, or trading of wildlife shall
be governed by Republic Act No. 9147 and other applicable laws. ,
Section 16. ISSUANCE OF SPECIAL PERMITS. The Municipal Mayor may issue local clearances br
endorsements for scientific research, monitoring, conservation activities, educational tours, or other
legitimate purposes upon proper application and written recommendation of the Municipal
Environment and Natural Resources Office (MENRO), without prejudice to permits, licenses, or
clearances required under Republic Act No. 9147, other national laws, and applicable rules and
regulations of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR).

B s [ Gy AL
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Such permits shall:

a) Clearly specify the conditions and limitations to minimize any adverse impact on wildlife and
their habitats;

b) Indicate the duration, specific area, and authorized activities; and

¢) Require the permit holder to submit a post-activity report to the MENRO.

Any violation of the terms and conditions of the permit shall be treated as a major administrative
violation under this Ordinance.

Section 17. ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURES. In the implementation and enforcement of the
prohibited acts and protection measures provided under this Ordinance, the following procedures
shall be observed:

a) Inspection, monitoring, verification, and related enforcement activities shall be conducted
primarily by the Municipal Environment and Natural Resources Office (MENRO) in
coordination with the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), the
Philippine National Police (PNP), and other concerned authorities;

b) A Notice of Violation (NOV) shall be issued by the MENRO or its duly authorized
enforcement officer to any person found committing or responsible for an administrative
violation under this Ordinance;

c) Administrative proceedings for violations within the jurisdiction of the Municipality shall be
conducted by the MENRO; Provided, however, that the Municipal Mayor may, through an
Executive Order, create a Hearing Team headed by the MENRO to assist in the conduct of
hearings and related proceedings, without prejudice to the authority of the MENRO to render
the final decision;

d) Acts constituting wildlife crimes or violations punishable under national environmental laws
shall be immediately referred to the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR), the Philippine National Police (PNP), or other appropriate law
enforcement agencies for proper investigation and prosecution; and

e) All enforcement actions, inspections, and proceedings shall be properly documented with
photographs, reports, and other necessary evidence.

Section 18. ADMINISTRATIVE DUE PROCESS AND ADJUDICATION. The following
administrative due process requirements shall be observed:

a) Notice of Violation — The MENRO shall serve a written Notice of Violation to the alleged
violator, stating the facts of the violation, the provision/s violated, and requiring the filing of
an Answer;

b) Answer — The respondent shall file with the Municipal Environment and Natural Resources
Office (MENRO) a written Answer within five (5) working days from receipt of the Notice
Violation;

¢) Hearing — The MENRO shall conduct a hearing within ten (10) working days from receipt\gf
the Answer or after the lapse of the period to file the same;

d) Decision — The MENRO shall render a written decision within ten (10) working days after the
termination of the hearing or when the case is submitted for resolution.

(Rassanili— N T
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e) Appeal — Any aggrieved party may appeal the decision of the MENRO to the Office of the
Municipal Mayor within fifteen (15) working days from receipt of the decision. The decision
of the Municipal Mayor shall be final at the administrative level.

The filing of an appeal shall not stay the implementation of the decision unless otherwise ordered by
the Municipal Mayor upon showing of compelling reasons.

Section 19. CLASSIFICATION OF VIOLATIONS. Violations under this Ordinance shall be
classified as follows:

a) Minor Violations — violations involving unauthorized entry or minor disturbance that do not
result in physical alteration of habitat or direct harm to wildlife;

b) Major Administrative Violations — violations resulting in observable but non-destructive
alteration of habitat, provided that no injury, capture, or death of wildlife results therefrom.

ARTICLEV
ADMINISTRATIVE PENALTIES

Section 20. NATURE OF ADMINISTRATIVE PENALTIES. All penalties imposed under this
Ordinance shall be administrative in nature only, without prejudice to criminal liability under
applicable national laws.

Administrative penalties under this Ordinance shall apply only to violations that do not involve the
killing, capture, possession, transport, or trade of wildlife species.

Section 21. SCHEDULE OF ADMINISTRATIVE PENALTIES. The following administrative
penalties shall be imposed for violations of this Ordinance:

a) Minor Violations

i. Fine of Five Hundred Pesos (Php500.00) to One Thousand Five Hundred Pesos
(Php1,500.00);
ii. Community service not exceeding eight (8) hours; and
iii. Mandatory environmental seminar or orientation, where applicable.

b) Major Administrative Violations

i. Fine of One Thousand Five Hundred Pesos (Php1,500.00) to Two Thousand Five
Hundred Pesos (Php2,500.00);
ii. Community service not exceeding eight (8) hours; and
iii. Mandatory restoration, rehabilitation, or corrective measures, where applicable.

In no case shall the administrative penalties imposed under this Ordinance exceed the limitatio
authorized under applicable laws.

Section 22. DETERMINATION OF ADMINISTRATIVE PENALTIES. In determining
appropriate administrative penalty, the following factors shall be considered:

a) Gravity and nature of the violation;

b) Degree of environmental impact or disturbance caused;

¢) Whether the violation is a first or subsequent offense;

d) Cooperation of the respondent during investigation or enforcement proceedings; and

unicipal Ordinance No. 26-235, Series of 2026 ﬁ‘ - ; : Page9 9
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e) Other analogous circumstances affecting the protection of wildlife and habitats.

Section 23. COMMUNITY SERVICE. Community service imposed pursuant to this Ordinance shall
consist of environmental protection activities, including but not limited to clean-up drives, tree
planting, habitat restoration, biodiversity monitoring, or similar conservation activities under the
supervision of the Municipal Environment and Natural Resources Office (MENRO).

Section 24. REFERRAL TO PROPER AUTHORITIES. Acts involving the killing, capture, possession,
transport, collection, or trade of wildlife species, or other acts punishable under national
environmental laws, shall be immediately referred to the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR), the Philippine National Police (PNP), or other appropriate authorities for proper
investigation and prosecution.

All apprehended wildlife species, wildlife by-products, derivatives, and related evidence shall be
immediately turned over to the appropriate authorities in accordance with existing laws, rules, and
regulations.

Section 25. NON-DUPLICATION OF PENALTIES. No administrative penalty shall be imposed
under this Ordinance for acts already punishable under Republic Act No. 9147 or other applicable
national laws.

In case of doubt regarding jurisdiction or applicability of penalties, interpretation shall be resolved in
favor of national law and the authority of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR).

ARTICLE VI
EXEMPTIONS

Section 26. EXEMPTIONS. This Ordinance shall not apply to duly authorized activities conducted
by:

a) Government agencies;

b) Accredited non-government organizations;

¢) Research institutions; and

d) Wildlife rescue, rehabilitation, and conservation groups,

Provided, that such activities are authorized by the DENR or other competent authorities.
Section 27. CONDITIONS FOR EXEMPTION. All exempt entities shall:

a) Secure valid permits and clearances;

b) Coordinate with the DENR and MENRQO;

¢) Comply with applicable reporting requirements; and

d) Operate strictly within the scope of their authority or permit.

Section 28. REVOCATION OF EXEMPTION. Any exemption granted under this Ordinance may be
revoked for:

a) Violation of permit conditions;
b) Misrepresentation or falsification of information; or
c) Acts causing unreasonable harm or disturbance to wildlife or their habitats.

Municipal Ordinance No. 26-235, Series of 2026 w f Page 10 o
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ARTICLE VII
FINAL PROVISIONS

Section 29. APPROPRIATIONS. Funds necessary for the effective implementation of this Ordinance
shall be sourced from:

a) Municipal Environmental Funds;

b) Annual appropriations of the Municipality;

c) Grants, donations, aid, and contributions from lawful sources; and
d) Other funds authorized by law.

Section 30. INTEGRATION WITH LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLANS. The programs and policies
established under this Ordinance shall be integrated into applicable local environmental,
development, disaster risk reduction, and climate adaptation plans of the Municipality whenever
practicable.

Section 31. SEPARABILITY CLAUSE. If any provision of this Ordinance is declared unconstitutional
or invalid, the remaining provisions not affected thereby shall continue to be in full force and effect.

Section 32. REPEALING CLAUSE. All ordinances, resolutions, executive issuances, rules, and
regulations inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed, amended, or
modified accordingly.

Section 33. EFFECTIVITY CLAUSE. This Ordinance shall take effect upon compliance with the
publication and posting requirements under applicable laws and regulations.

ENACTED, this 11t ay 2026, at the Municipality of Burauen.

_— /Q7ﬂ—~2f

H RY. . CINCO HON. GEORGE BENSEN S. TAN
Sanggumang Bayan Member \ Sangguniang Bayan Member
ATTY.LEO 5. APOST(JL HON. JUANITO E. MERON
Sangguniang Bayan Meiffver Sangguniang Bayan Member

HON. CéE%RYL Y. DUCENTES

Sanggquniang Bayan ber

HON. MA. ] LATORRES
LnB Municipal\ChapterPresident/ Ex-Officio SB
Member
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I HEREBY CERTIFY that this Ordinance was enacted by the Sangguniang Bayan of Burauen, Leyte,
during its 45% Regular Session held on May 11, 2026.

L
ATTY, S. TAN
SectEtafy to ggunian

3 EN V. HERMANO
Vice Mayor/Presiding Officer y
APPROVED:
HON. F RENOMERON
Munlcipal Y
i

7 M .
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oublic of the Philipy
PROVINCE OF LEYTE
MUNICIPALITY OF BURAUEN

OFFICE OF THE SANGGUNIANG BAYAN

CERTIFICATE OF POSTING

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

THIS IS TO CERTIFY that Municipal Ordinance No. 26-235, Series of 2026 of the
Sangguniang Bayan of Burauen, Leyte, entitled, “An Ordinance Establishing a Wildlife
Protection and Conservation Program in the Municipality of Burauen, Leyte, Declaring
the Philippine Eagle (Pithecophaga Jefferyi), Locally Known as “Banog”, as the
Municipality’s Flagship Species for Wildlife Conservation, Providing Policies and
Measures for the Protection of Endangered Wildlife Species, and Appropriating Funds
Therefor”, was approved on May 18, 2026, and has been posted in two (2) conspicuous
and publicly accessible places of the municipality from May 20, 2026 to June 10, 2026 in
compliance with Section 59, paragraph (b) of Republic Act No. 7160, otherwise known as
the “Local Government Code of 1991”.

Burauen, Leyte, June 15, 2026.

ATT. S.TAN
Secfeta anggunian

BEURAUECN
Office of the Sangguniang Bayan, Executive & Legislative Building, ‘ B

La Purisima St., District 7, Burauen, Leyte. NATURALLY coL



OFFICE OF THE SANGGUNIANG BAYAN

CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC HEARING

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

THIS IS TO CERTIFY that a Public Hearing for Municipal Ordinance No. 26-235,
Series of 2026 of the Sangguniang Bayan of Burauen, Leyte, entitled “An Ordinance
Establishing a Wildlife Protection and Conservation Program in the Municipality of
Burauen, Leyte, Declaring the Philippine Eagle (Pithecophaga Jefferyi), Locally Known as
“Banog”, as the Municipality’s Flagship Species for Wildlife Conservation, Providing
Policies and Measures for the Protection of Endangered Wildlife Species, and Appropriating
Funds Therefor”, was conducted on May 4, 2026, 11:30 o’clock in the morning at the Burauen
Community Center, Burauen, Leyte.

Burauen, Leyte, May 8, 2026.

Municipal Vice Mayor

Office of the Sangguniang Bayan, Executive & Legislative Building, E UI ;'" ‘UL; I

La Purisima St., District 7, Burauen, Leyte. NATURALLY Cc°OL



" Republic of the Philippine
PROVINCE OF LEYTE
MUNICIPALITY OF BURAUEN

*Hx

OFFICE OF THE SANGGUNIANG BAYAN

MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING

SB MEMBERS PRESENT:
¢ Hon. Warren V. Hermano — Municipal Vice Mayor
e Hon. George Bensen S. Tan — SB Member
e Atty. Leo S. Apostol — SB Member
e Hon. Juanito E. Renomeron — SB Member
e Hon. Cheeryl Y. Ducentes — SB Member
e Hon. Ma. Hazel E. Relatorres — Liga ng mga Barangay President

A Public Hearing of the Sangguniang Bayan was conducted at the Burauen Community Center on May 4, 2026,
immediately following the Municipal Development Council (MDC) Meeting. The Public Hearing commenced
at 11:30 o’clock in the morning and was presided over by Hon. Warren V. Hermano, Municipal Vice Mayor
and Presiding Officer.

The Public Hearing was conducted to present and solicit the views, comments, recommendations, and other
relevant inputs from the concerned stakeholders and the general public on the following proposed legislative

measures:

1. PO25SB-17 - “An Ordinance Establishing a Municipal Wildlife Protection and Endangered Species
Conservation Program in the Municipality of Burauen, Leyte, Providing for Regulatory Measures, Enforcement
Procedures, Administrative Adjudication, Exemptions, and for Other Purposes”;

2. PO255B-18 — “An Ordinance Providing for the Subsidy of Civil Registration Services for Indigent and Qualified
Residents of the Municipality of Burauen, Leyte, Pursuant to Republic Act No. 9048, as Amended by Republic
Act No. 10172, Providing Safeguards for Implementation, and for Other Purposes”; and

3. RP255B-619 — Amendment of Municipal Ordinance No. 17-15, Series of 2017, specifically under Article B,
“Rentals of Personal and Real Properties Owned by the Municipality,” Item No. 3 — Machineries and Equipment.

PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION OF PROPOSED PO255SB-17

The Presiding Officer thereafter gave the floor to Atty. Leo S. Apostol, author of the proposed “Burauen Wildlife
Protection and Endangered Species Conservation Ordinance of 2026,” to present and discuss the salient provisions,
objectives, and intended implementation of PO255B-17.

Atty. Apostol explained the rationale and significance of the proposed ordinance, particularly its purpose of
establishing a local program for the protection of wildlife and endangered species within the Municipality of
Burauen, Leyte, as well as providing appropriate regulatory measures and enforcement mechanisms for their

conservation and protection.

Thereafter, the floor was given to Mrs. Ann Carla A. Ferrer, Municipal Environment and Natural Resources
Officer (MENRO), who provided additional inputs and substantial information relevant to the proposed
ordinance. She discussed the prevailing situation concerning the protected area within the municipality,
particularly the area where the Philippine Eagles are inhabiting. She further emphasized the importance of
strengthening local measures for the protection and conservation of wildlife and their natural habitat and
provided information intended to assist the Body and the public in understanding the significance and practical
application of the proposed ordinance.

PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION OF PROPOSED PO255B-18

BURAUEN
Office of the Sangguniang Bayan, Executive & Legislative Building, e (g = ’

_a Purisima St., District 7, Burauen, Leyte. NATURALLY Cc°OL



The Presiding Officer next recognized Mr. Dover D. Conde, Local Civil Registrar, to provide additional inputs
on the proposed “Civil Registration Assistance and Subsidy Ordinance of Burauen, Leyte.”

Mr. Conde discussed relevant information concerning the proposed ordinance and explained the civil
registration services and assistance that may be made available to qualified and indigent residents. He likewise
discussed the Project Legitimation, which the Local Government Unit is actively implementing, and provided
information on its significance in addressing civil registration concerns among residents.

Mr. Conde further emphasized the relevance of the proposed ordinance in providing assistance to constituents,
particularly those who may have difficulty complying with the requirements and expenses associated with civil
registration services. He noted that the proposed measure would help facilitate access to such services and
provide appropriate assistance to qualified residents of the municipality.

PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION OF PROPOSED RP255B-619

For the last proposed legislative measure, the Presiding Officer gave the floor to Hon. Cheeryl Y. Ducentes to
present the overview of RP255B-619, which seeks to amend Municipal Ordinance No. 17-15, Series of 2017,
specifically under Article B, “Rentals of Personal and Real Properties Owned by the Municipality,” Item No.
3 — Machineries and Equipment.

Hon. Ducentes explained the proposed amendment, particularly the proposed rental rates for the use of
municipal machineries and equipment.

Thereafter, Hon. Juanito E. Renomeron provided additional inputs and explained the basis and necessity of the
proposed rental rates. He discussed the need for the proposed rates in relation to the operation, maintenance,

and use of the municipality's machineries and equipment.

During the consultation, the Punong Barangays present expressed their reservations regarding the proposed
rental rates. They conveyed that the proposed rates may be burdensome to the barangays and considered
relatively expensive, particularly in view of the financial capacity of the barangays.

The Members of the Sangguniang Bayan took note of the concerns and sentiments expressed by the Punong
Barangays and the public during the consultation. After due consideration, the Body agreed that, for the
meantime, the proposed ordinance be returned to the Engineering Office, where the request for the
amendment originated, for further review and consideration, particularly in light of the concerns raised
regarding the proposed rental rates.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further questions, comments, or matters for discussion, the Public Hearing was declared
adjourned at 12:25 o’clock in the afternoon.

The foregoing proceedings were duly recorded for reference and appropriate legislative action.

Prepared by:

CHARI . BARBOSA
Board [Secretary II

Atte

HON. EN V. HERMANO
Vice Mayor/Presiding Officer

BURAUEN
Dffice of the Sangguniang Bayan, Executive & Legislative Building, i ) S

_a Purisima St., District 7, Burauen, Leyte.
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